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THE PRAYSE OF 
OE Tntns. 


'Hat Princes are naturally amibiri- 
ous, and that Ambition makes 
$3 them to ce their deſires, rather 

| then to affc& the cquitie of their 
1 2-Þ. deſignes, may more truly then 
W 1afcly be auowed. For all of them, 

I thinke , were the record of their 
ations indifferent, might be raxcd of this vice. Bur 
this excuſe cleares not the accuſed yerit teſtifies, 
that Princes erre againftnature, if they aſpire nor. 
We hold(not withour reaſon) thar if the bill of the 
Plaintiffe bee ſtuffed with frivolous aſſertions , thar 
the complaint ſauoureth more of malice, then of 
wrong. Why ſhould notthe ſame Axiomebee a 
motiue to cleare this wronged Prince, whoſe accu- 
fers lay to his charge the anguiſh his Mother felt, 
when he came intothe world ? then which accuſati- 
on what can be more frivolous; it being a puniſh- 
ment hereditary toall women , from the firſt? His 
being toothed, as ſoone as borne, ſeemesto me ra- 
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thera bleſſing, then any impuration , as being a pre- 
ſage of his future worthineſſe, and as all Nurſes will 
confeſlc, an caſe of much paine and danger. Bur 
he was crook-backt, lame, i|-Mapen, il-fauoured. I 
mightimpurte that fault to Nature, but that I rathcr 
thinke ither bounty : for ſhe being wholly intentiuc 
ro his minde, negleed his forme, ſo that thee infu- 
ſed a ſtraight minde in a crooked bodic,, wherein 
ſhee ſhewed her carcfull prouidence. For often- 
times , the care to keepe thole parts well formed. 
with-drawes mens mindes from better ations, and 
drownes them in effeminate curioſitic. His lame- 
nefſe turned to his glory ; for with thoſe imperfe& 
bmmes, hee performed actions molt perteQly va- 
liant. : 
How rightly his Father « claimed, his brother 
b obtained rhe Scepter, is ſuftcicntly knowne, 
and therefore ſuperfiuaus and impertinent : and 
alto how his brother dusked his right, / if right) 
by abrogating the oath, which he {ware at Yorke, 
that his comming in armes was only for that Duke- 
dome. c But to dilate how variable, and inconſtant 
the people of thoſc times were, ſhall be more necel- 
ſary andeffcctuall, that knowing their inconſtancie, 
their traditions (like themſelues) may the leſle bee 
belccued: fo light-headed, fo foohth, ſo irrcligi- 
ous, as their opinion{for what elſe are the thoughts 
of Ignorance but opinion ) made them bieake 
their oath to their Prince, d andto ſuch a Prince 
as they did not ſhame to diſlike , onely becauſe 
hee was too good. Him they abandoned, depo- 
ſed, after reſtored ; not as defiring, (being guilty of 
their owne fault ) but onely that « ſtood with the 
liking 
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liking of #arwicke the child of cheir loue. Ifthen 
they were ſuch, (as indeede they were.) and that 


——— 


e Rich. Neuile 
Earle of War- 


thoſe relations wee have , muſt come from that wick, ſrnomed 


people, it were better {I thinke ) ro bury their tra- 
ditions, then rcfute their obieRions, were not our 
age, apt to erre, infeted with this folly: 

For his brother K. Edward: f though his vices 
ſcem notto adde vertves to this condemned Prince, 
yet queſtionleſle they doe z making all his ill-eftima- 
ted actions of an other nature. ee obtained the 
Crowne , but rather fortunately, then wiſely, were 
not all wiſcdome thought folly , ro which Fortune 
lends not ſucceſs. For Ithinke, Luſt, or if you will 
rerme it Loue, could not more haue preuailed with 
the moſt licencious creature,then at once to breake 
the boads of amity , diſcretion and policy z and all 
to enioy a woman, in reſpe& of his heighth, baſe: a 
widow, g and of his enemy , without bringing him 
either . ga , orriches; proppes moſt pertinent 
to his new-ereed buildings. Whercin, beſides 
his breach of regall diſcretion , with his chicfeſt 


the King-maher 


fK. Edward 
the fourth. 


8 1 any Eliz. 
Gray widow of 
ST lohn Gray 
Knight, afier- 


ward married to 


friend the Earle of Warm:ck, whom he had ſent into K, Edward the 


France , totreate of marriage betweenc him andthe 
Lady Bona, h (wherein being deluded, hee became 
his mortalleſtenemie ) his abuſe tro God was more 
abominable ; being before bertrothed / as his owne 


fourth. 


h Lady Bona, 
Neece to the 
French King 
Lewes the ele- 


mother conſtantly athrmed) to the Lady Elizabeth uenth,c> davy)- 


Lucy : in teſtimony whereof hee had layde ſuch 
earneſt, z as ſhould have bound any common 
man, much more a King , to performance . How 
ſoone the wrath of God followed this his irreligi- 
ous inconſtancic, his being driuen from the Seate- 
Kojall into-exile ;, the birth of his ſonne in a SanRu- 

B 2 ary; 


ter to Lewes 

D. of S.woy. 
1For be had go: 
her with cluld. 
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ary ; /hauing:no place clfc of-freedome in his Fa- 
thers kingdome) the miſcrie of all his partakers 
ſufficiently teſtifie. In which generall ihe, who 
did more truely follow him > Who morc faithful- 
| lyayded him , then his now diſgraced Brother ? 
k George p. of VV hereas his other Brother k Clarence not onely 
Clarence,ſecad left him, but ioyned in marriage / with the daugh- 
bro:ber of K ter of his principall enemie, and holpe to cxpulle 
. eng + 4 him:with what loue, what conſtancy, his indea- 
Labell, 4z-gb- uours, his aduenturing bis life to reſtore him, doth 
- - Agro witneſle. | 
Warwicke. Neuer was he noted all the life of K. Edward, to 
thirſt after the Kingdome ; neuas denyed hee any 
commandement of his Prince , but performed all 
his employments diſcreetly, valiantly , ſuccesfully. 
m He wasdrow The {uſpition of - ws = ang Brother Clarence to m. 


- ny 244% hisend, was but aſuſpition, ſince the kings old dif. 


Tower. pleaſure awaked by a new Propheſie, was vndoubr- 

tedly the cauſe; if otherwiſe (when he after repen- 
\ red him) hee would hauc miſliked of Glouceſter , it 
/ being naturall roſinne ; but vnnaturall, to caſe 0- 


thers of their crimes. For the killing of the Heire 
n Edw. Prince of the houſe of Lancaſter at Tewkſburie, n ( if 1o) 
: eyes my ſeemes to mee, rather the cffe&t of loue to his Bro- 
the 6. ſane of- ther, then cruchie tothe Prince : for he was an ene- 
rer_the b2ttaile rrje. , yea, the chiefe and principall enemie of the. 
of Tewkibury. HE ( 
contrariefa@ion. Yet it cannot be proucd the aCti- 
on of Richard, but that it was an a& wiſhed by the 
King to be done, and cxecutcd in both their preſen- 
ces, by the Duke of Clarence, the Margqueſſe Dorſet, 
the Lord Haſtings and others. 
oThe dxf The death of Henrie othe 6. inthe Tower, can 
the Tower. NO way belongtohim , ſince the ſame reafon that 
: cleareth 
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cleareth his Brother, firteth him z-hee being able, if 

deſiring his death, to hauc effeed in by a more 'vn- 

worthy hand. And indeedthis accuſation hath no 

other proofe, then a malicious affirmation. For ma- 

ny- ( more truely) did ſuppoſe that hee dycd of 

meere melancholic and griefc, when-he had heard 

of the ouerthrow of his friends, and ſlaughter of 

his ſonne. Bur if it weretrue, though it ſpots him 

with bloud, yer it confirmes his loue to his Prince ; 

which louc was fo coldly requited, as might haue 

mooued a true louer of Rewards more then of Ver- 

rue, to haue altered his indeauors, whether it were 

a icalouſic of-the Nobilitic of his blood, or of the 

height of his ſpirit, whether the abundance of 

affeion to bee led by a woman, orthat hee was 

defeRiuc in all brotherly affe&ion, certaine ir is, he 

rather imployed him , then rewarded. his imploy- 

ments. - Contrary, the Queenes kindred, daylic to 

riſe, meerely without deſert, but thatthcy were of 

her kindred; and their baſenefle being thus ſudden- 

Iy exalted,not only to plucke from him promotions, 

due to his deſerts; but to enuie the Duke, and con- 

rend with him 5 how inſupportable it muſt be to fo 

magnanimous a ſpirit, whoſe memorie bearc wit- 

neſle of their vnworthineſle , his owne worth, any 

like ſpirir may imagine. 

Thus continued this vnequall contention, vntill the 

King, ſent for before the great a King of Kings, tO , x4. deat of 

make an account of his greatnes, left his body , to &; Ed. te 4. 

teſtifie the worlds ſolly in contending for Worlds ; OG += 

when one little part of the carth muſt containthem.b ſan - rt pes 

His ſucceſſor atthattime very yong, was wholy poſs + _ 

ſeſled by rhe mothers bloud, whom the c now Pro» |, 9+ 0oaren 
B 3 : FARES roar made Proceftor. - 
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rector had greatreaſon to feare, being ever his mor- 
tall enewice, and now moſt ſtrong, by being rioſk 


| necre]y allied to this Prince : Thercfore icalous of 


4 RichardD. of 
Yorke, younger 
ſon of Edward 
tbe 4. 


e Hcn.Stafford 
D. of Bucking- 
ham, 


his own preſervation, of the ſafety ofthe Common- 
weale, and of the anciem Nobilitic, with great rea- 
ſon and iuſtice hee executed them, whom, if he had 
ſuffered to liue, were likely enough to haue beene 
the deſtrutionof him, it, and them. Butthe deed 
accompliſhed, ſtirred vp no little feare in the Queen- 
Mother, and her faQtion : For the Queenes taking 
SanQuaric with her younger ſonne d Richard Duke 
of Yorke , without any cauſc that hee knew, 'draue 
Ghuceſter to ſuppoſe that they doubred of their 
right, and puthimin voſlibility of obtaining his 
owne : wherein by ambitious e Buckingham he was 
aſſiſted, who then related ro him afreſh the vnlaw- 
full Marriage of his Brother, that being vnlawfull, 
eonſequently his children were baſtards, and fo vn- 
doubtedly che Crowne was lawfully his z to which 
diſcourſe hee annexed proteſtations of furtherance. 
Though perhaps an carthly ſpirit would not haue 
becne mooucd with theſe moriues, but rather hauc 
deſired ſafety, then Soucraignty : yetin atrue He- 
roick ſpirit, whoſe affc& is aſpiring, they could not 
but be imbraced, vſing the wings of Tiwe,to bring 
him to that height. Benot obſlinate ( Mortaltie) 
againſt this climing Axiome, for hourely you com- 
mit worſer errors,more groucling,more baſe. Were 
it not common, cucry dayes ifſue, it were admirable 
to note thaimpudencic of man, who at this inſtant 
condemnes actions, which himſelfe would inſtantly 
accompliſh, were he permitted by occafion. The 


Queene-Mothers fcare,his owne right, _—_ 
| ayd, 
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ayd, and his owne icaloufic tocreta Prince, too 
yang gouerne himſclfe, much lefle orhers , but 
was likely to bee gouerned by his Mother, and her 
kindred, the Protectors morrtalleſi _— men of 
meane birth,nor inured to gouernment,ſuch as were 
| likely to deftiroy the anciem Peeres, to fortifie their 
new Nobility, could not but draw a true diſcerning 
ſpiit,to fauour himſelte, to prote&the ancient No- 
bilfzic, to defcnd the people from being waſted, and 
opprefled by the ambition and tyrannie ofrew vn- 
experienced Scatiſts, and to reſpe& his owne preſer- 
uation, rather then others. - For well hee ſaw hee 
couldnor liue, vnleffc hee were a King ; that there 
wasno ſafety, bur in Soncraigntie. Should I pur 
chee in choyce (condemning Reader) whether thou 
wouldeſt nor be, rather then be a King; thou woul- 
deſt perhaps anſwereno : bur that anfwere (hould 
procecede, rather trom the knowledge of thy want 
of power to Royallize thee, then throvgh the abun- 
dance ofthy modcfiie. No, no, it is a defire befn- 
ting the moſt worthie defirery, and were all mens 
afteions ſo high , their ations would nor proue 
ſo vawor-thy. | 
The Szate being thns in labour with Innonation, 
the Peeres in counſaile about their Pifanc Kings Co- 
ronation, all buſie, yer diſſenting in their bulineſle ; 
in a Councell holden at the Tower, Haſtings Lord 
{ Chamberlaine was apprehended, andno fooner 
apprehended, but executed. The nor leiſurely pro- 
ceeding by forme of Law, may ſeeme to pleade 
Haſimgs innocencie, the Pretedors crueltie.Bur they 
that conſider the nature of the people of that time, 


_ aptto ſedition, greedy of innovation, and likelyro 


fWil. IL. Hat- 
ings, Chamber- 
lane to Edwatd 
the 4. 


be - 
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be glad of ſo pittiful a color (for Heftings was a man 
growne very popular) will hold the Proteder in thar 
ation very iudiciall, and, if guilty of any thing, of 
diſcretion, and palicic : Butcould Heftrmgs be in- 


g Phil. de C6- nocent, whom g Comines reporteth to be a Penſio- 


f ner ofthe French King, Lews the 11. the onely ſub- 
till Prince ofthat time ? he, of all others , that moſt 
aftcQedtyrannic, and was _— the mortall c- 
nemy of this kingdome. Or was he fit to be a Statel(- 
man or Counſailor, who beeing co d by the 
bribes of an enemic, had diſlwaded his Maſter, the 
Latc King Edward the 4. fromaſliſting the oppreſled 
Lady « the, heire of Burgarndic, againſt Lewes the 
French King, whereby that Lady was driucn to ſeek 
aydelſewhere , who, otherwiſc, was likely to hauc 


aficr married to married withthe Duke of Clarence, or ſome other 


Engliſh Prince, and ſoto haue vnited that Duke- 
dometo this Crowne, to the eternall benefit and 
ſccurity of both Countries; who gloricd in hispri- 
uate reuenges , whonot onely enticed his Maſter, 
but accompanied him.in all ſenſualiry : who inthe 


c Swe wiſe. deflowring of mens wives, c and ſuch other his vn- 


Sermon at Pauls 


princelike ations, was his perpetuall attendant,and 
ſometimes (as it is thought) would begin to him ? 
d DoQor Shaes Sermon not a little illuſtrates the 
malice of his accuſers : ForIthinke , no man that 
is diſcreet, will imagine this Prince ſo indiſcreet, as 
to haue witneſſe that he commanded that Sermon, 
and gaue inſtrutions what ſhould bee ſaid : Then 
how do our Chroniclers report it for truth,were not 
their malice greater then cither their truth, or their 
wdgement? But they are Hiftoriens , and muſt be 


belccucd. Al 
as, 


The Proſe of King Richard the Third. 


"" Aka, poore men , how would they be belecued, 


Whoſe greateſt authorities (as a learned and honou- «;, pritp Sid- 
Table Knight writeth ) are-buile ypon the notable” ney in-bw de- | 
foundation of heare-lay ? menthat haue much aide /** 7 Por7- 


to accord diffcring writers, andto picke truth outof 
| partiality. But it isnot mentioned , that Shaweuer 
cxccutcd this ation , with alleaging bim to bethe 
cauſe. Iris likely indeed, that Shaw being ambitt- 
ous, gaping after preferment, ſuppoſing ſuch 
intent in the Protector (as hee hada reaching head) 
was bold tc ſct his Rethoricketoſale, to publiſh his 
fancies : bur ſeeing his hopes vaniſh into ſmoke,and 
his expeCation dcluded,ſfeceing the Proteor neither 
rewarded, nor regarded his Rherborick, he ſoone af- 
tcr languiſhed and dycd : a iuſtexampleto teach 
Theologians fo boldly to intermeddle with Princes 
affaires, before they be commanded:for(doubtleſle) 
had the Protector (ct him a worke , hee would haue 
payed him his hire. Butif it were ſo, thathe com- 
maunded the Sermon [as that is yet vnproued) was 
that an offence to makethe og ſo publikely par- 
takers of his right; yea , to proſtitute his mb 
their iudgements ? for charging his Mother with a- 
dulteric , was a matter of no ſuch great moment, 
ſince it isno wonder in that ſexe : And ſurely he had 
more reaſon to aduenture her fame, then his King- 
dome, becauſe of two euils it is wiſedome to choſe 
che leaſt. If it were true, it wasno iniuſticeto pub- 
liſhit ; and what could be expeed from him , bue 
true Iuſtice, who was ſo impartiall , that hee would 
not ſpare his owne mother ? if vntrue; good faith, 
he was thercintoo blame , and her innocencie the 
more meritorious ; but certaine it is, the people ap- 

| proued 
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Ff The Coronati- 


proued his right : for he was crowned f with ſuch 


on of K,Rachard conſent , and fo great applauſe both of Peeres and 


the third. 


people, that if we will iudge by the outward behaui- 
our (the onely marke our iudgements may or can 
leuell at) we muſt determine them ſo contented, as 
no ations which might teſtific the ſatisfaQiion of 
their mindes, were omrtted : ſurely, if euer the vniu- 
diciall multitude did apy thing iudicially, itwas in 
recciuing this Prince, whom his chicfe diſgracers 
cannot bur acknowledge for valiant; then who was 
more meet to reſtraine domeſticke, to ſubdue for- 
raine ſeditions ? For theſe ciuill diſſenſions had al- 
moſt waſted and made deſolate this populous Nati- 
on: diſcreete hee was and temperate, (two ſorare 
and excellent qualitics, as hee that truly poſſcſſeth 
them, meriteth the poſſeſſion of a Diademe:) for in 
theſe vertues, ioyned with that Cardinall vertue For- 
t:tude (wherof alſo he had a very large portion )con- 
ſiſteth the ſoule of Sewerergnty , which whofocucr 
wanteth (be he a while neuer fo powerfull) his owne 
greatneſle ſo cruſheth him, that he forfeiteth all in a 
moment :.moſt liberall he was, deſiring rather to 
want, then toſuffcr worth vnrewarded : and this /:- 
berabtie is the onely truce Nurſe, and foſterer of ver- 
rue ; vertue vnrewarded being vnſcnſible , our fleſh 
being gouerned, aduiſed, yea maſtered by our ſen- 
ſes : this worthy , this Princely omament ſome ca- 
Jumniators haue ſought in him to deface, allea+ 
ging; that his liberality to ſome, proceeded from his 
extortion from others : but cuen thoſe cannot de. 
ny kim to have been politicke and wiſe; then is ir 
| ! that a Prince of his wiſedome and policie, 
could not diſcerne betweene the worthy and —_— 
y? 
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thy ? Andto take from vndeſeryers , to beſtowe vp- 
on deſcruers , muſt bee acknowledgeda Vertue. 
He was neither luxurious, noran Epicare , not gi- 
uen to any riot, nor toexceſle, neither in eppard, 
nor play: for had he hed with any of theſe 
vices, doubtleſle they which obic&leſler crimes, 
would not haue omitted theſe : then (without que- 
ſtion ) hee was w_ intereſled in vertues, their 
contraries)but thoſe/through malice) are cither not 
regiſtred,or (ifregiſtred) ſo infamed,as if all his ver- 
tues had a vicious intent : yetto acknowledge the 
vertues ofthe vicious , is ſuch a right, that what #5 
florian willingly omitteth them , therein becom- 
meth vicious himſelfe. Burt in all that I hauc hither- 
to among tce vulgar obſcrued : | 
Culpatur fatinm, non ob alind, quam exitum * 
they approue, or diſproue all things by the cuent ; 


which though ſometimes it proucth like the cauſe, 


yet it is more often gouerned bythe will of the di- 
uine providence. And ſurely,but that the gracious 
goodneſle of God,to manifeſt rhe weakneff: of hu- 
mane policy , ouerthrew his deſignes, tooke from 
him his Kingdome; and contrary either tomans 
hope, or our merit, vnited by a bleſſed and happy 
coniunRionathe two diſſenting faCtions,to the true 
eſtabliſhing of ſweerte peace and proſperity of this 
deſolate kingdome : for, otherwiſe, had he liuedto 
haue left Iſſue to haue ſucceeded him , ſuch might 
haue beene his and their merits , that Fame would 
haue been no more iniurious to him, then to his 
Predeceſlors, the fourth Henry and Edward, whoſe 
reignes were polluted with much more royal bloud : 


a The two diſ- 
ſenting fatt:ons 
of Yorke and 
Lancaſter, cni- 
ted by the mart- 
aze of Henry 
the ſeuenth ta 
Eliz., eldeſt 
darghter to 


Edw.the fourth, 


"re 


for he omitted nothing , that in wiſedome , or true 


C 2 policic 


The Prayſe of King Richard the Third. 


policie might ſecure himſclfe , or eſtabliſh peace, or 
good lawes in this Kingdome. 

His Statutes are extant ; what can be found in 
them not becomming a King ? what, not befitting 
the ſeruice of God? the wotthip of Religion ? the 
good of his Countrie ? yea, I haue heard of ſome, 
accounecd both good Lawyers, and good Statiſts ; 
:hat in thoſe three yearcs of his gouernment, there 
were more good Statutes: for the weale-publike 
inacted, then in zo. yeares before. He was no taxer 
of the people, no oppreſſor of the Comons, though 
he came to manage an Eſtate, whoſe treaſurc was 
exccedingly exhauſted; no ſuppreſſor of his ſub- 
ieas,to ſatisfic cither licentious humors,or to inrich 
light-headed flatterer;. Bur (alas) who robbes ver- 
rue, but ingratitude, detraCtion , and malice ? what 
a curſe is it to Aſorta/itie, that no faſhion of life , no 
merits, no regards-can free. Princes from diſcon- 
tentments in their life, and intamy after dcath ? 
who is itthat hcares of any one ſo endued, ſoloden 
with vertues, that iudgeth him not happy ? yer.he 
is defamed; and by whom ? cuen by thoſe, for 
whom heecared, laboured, and omitted nothing 
chat might profit, committed nothing thatmight 
preiudice them. 

This, the charge and commandement that hee 
gaue preſently after his coronation, to the Lords 
and Gentlemen ( whom hee ſent home into their 
Countries) that they ſhould in their Countriesſee 
Juſtice duly adminiſtred and impartially , / that no 
wrong, nor extortion ſhould bee done to his fub- 
iccts) doth teſtifiez this, his lawes, and all his ati- 


ons approue : yet neither the care of his Country, 
| his 
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his lawes, nor a&ions,arc thought to be ſufficient to 
pleade his equity and innoceacy : fqr malicious 
credulitic rather embraceth the partiall writings of 
indiſcreet Chroniclers, and witty Play-makers,then 
his lawes, andactions, the molt imocent, and im- 
partiall witneſſes. | 
Ir is laid to his charge (as a maine obieion) 
that hee was ambitious, ler vs examine the truth 
of this accuſation. Was he ambitious, who was 
onely content with the limits of his awn Countrey, 
who ſought to bec rather famous for inſtituting of 
good Lawes, then foratchicuing grear conqueſts ? 
No, no, he wantednothing to make him an accom- 
pliſhed Prince, but tharhce was not ambitious e- 
nough : for had hee imitated that worthie King 
Henrie the 5. who, in alike vnſcrtled eſtate, led our 
the Nobility and people, to make warres vpon for- 
raine enemies, to make conqueſt of France, and to 
cinbrue their Warlike fwords ( lately bloudiced a- 
gainſi one another) in the bloud and bowels of 
ſtravgers : he might (perhaps) haue had a fortunate 
ſucceſſe : For he wanted not the like title, he was no 
eſſe valiant, no lefle politicke. So might hee haue 
re-conquered that kingdome, and thole Territories, 
which by the pufillanimity of ſome of his Prede- 
ceſſors were giuen away, and loſt, & (peraduenture) 
ſo buſied the ſtirring heads of the Nobility -and 
people, that they thould haue hadno ys to 
thinke vpon any Innouation or part-taking at home: 
ſo might he happily haue ſecured himſelte, and in-- 
larged the bounds of his conqueſts beyond any of 
his Anceſtors. VWhbat lets or obſtacles could hin- 
der him from thoſe glorious enterpriſes? His Sub- 
3 icc s 
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ies were warlike, trained vp in armes; ſomewhat 

roo much exerciſedin bloud, becauſc it was in their 

| owne. His neighbours, the French, were gouerned 

h Lewes the 11, by þ a king, who had ſome policic, but ſolittle va- 

lour,that he would rather ycild to any Capitulation, 

then heare the ſound of an aduerſaric Drumme.So 

that his people, being vnured to warres, were eaſily 

to be conquered by that Nation, which had ſo oftcn 
beatenthem inthe hcight of cheir daring, 

The Scots, thcir colleagues, he had already been 

victorious ouer : his name among them was grown 

terrible, For in thetime of his Brother hee wanne 

from them many Caſtles, and Holds. But princi- 

r Ba-rick won pally he conquered «c Barwik, the chiefe and primci- 

era 4; Pall Towne vpon their frontiers a picce of ſpeciall 

thpy importance, either to make cafic our entrance into 

that kingdome,or to keep them from inuading ours: 

ſo that I cannot iuſily accuſe him of any crune fo 

much , as that his ambition ſtretched not farre c- 

nough. To iuſtific his aducrſaries accuſation, in 

—— this time chanced the death of his two y_ da 

P.xce Edward, Nephewes inthe Tower, whoſe deaths promiling 

& Richard D. quiet to him, and wholly impoſed vpon him , how 

q og * the trucly,l have reaſon to doubt; becauſc his accuſers 

: arc > violent, and impudent, that thoſe vertues 

(which in other men are imbraccd, for which they 

are eſteemed as Gods) they impute to him rather 

to be enamellers of vices, then rcally vertues : His 

Humility they terme ſecret pride : his Liberality, 

Prodigality : his Valour, crueltic and bloudthirſti- 

neſle : yet in theſe dayes, their partiall opinions are . 

" thought tobe of validitie ſufficient, to make proofe 

of any imputation : But if itwere fo, that their 
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deaths were by him contriued , and commanded, 
the offence was to God, not tothe people : for the 
depriving them of their lives, freed the [269 1 from 
ditlenſion. And how could hee demonſtrate his 
loue more amply, thento aduenture his ſoule for 
their quiet? Bur who knoweth, whether it were not 
Gods ſecret judgement, to puniſh the Fathers tran(- 
greſſion inthe children? and ifitbe ſo, complaine 
of their Fate, not Richards crueltic : ( for in theſe 
fatall chings it fals our, that the High-working pow- 
ers, make ſecond cauſes vnwittingly acceſſarie to 
their determinations) yet, in policie, Princes neuer 
account Competitors (how young ſocuer)) inno- 
cent, ſince the leaſt colour of right prouokes inno- 
uating humours to ſtirre vp ſedition , which (once 
kindlcd) threatens the ub 
and Subie&ts. . 
Andif ſome wiſe,, and politike Princes haue 
impriſoned, and put to death, ſuch as haue been re- 
pured their heires and ſucceſſors, becauſe ſome faQti- 
ous heads, (weary of good gouernment, .and ho- 
ping for authority by alteration) haue ſought to c- 


Nabliſh them betore theirtimesz ( as commonly, 


giddy-brained people doe more reuerence the Suns 
riſing , then hisfall) had not King &chard great 


reaſon to depriue them of theirliues, who were not 


to ſucceede him, (but in many mens iudgements) 
had moftright to bee inveſted before him with the 


Diademe? And (indeed) the remoouing ſuch oc. - 


caſions of ciuill warres in a well-ruled Common- 
wealth, is moſt profitable, moſt commendable; be- 
ing no crueltie, but pitty , a icalouſic of their ſub- 
ies, and a zcalous regard of their owne fafcties- 


And 


uerſion, both of Princes 


br 
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And (indeed) if weduely conſider, how much the 

duty we owe to a Countrey,cxceedes all other du- 
tics, ſince in it ſelfe ir containes them all,that for the 
reſpe& thereof, not onely alltender reſpeAs of kin- 
dred, or whatſocuer other reſpeQts of friend(hip,are 
to be layd aſide; hutthar cuen long-held opinions, 
(rather gr ypon a fecret of gouernment, 
then any ground of truth ) are tobe forſaken : ſince 
the end, whereto ay thing is directed, is cuer to be 
of morcnoble reckoning, then the thing thereto di- 
reed; that therefore the weale publike is more 
to be regarded, then any perſon or Magiſtrate that 
thereunto is ordained, the feeling conſideration 
hereof moued King Richerd, tolct principally be- 
fore his eyes the good eſtate of ſo many thouſands, 
ouer whom he had reigned, rather then ſo to hood- 
winke himſelfe with afteion, as to ſuffer his Realm 
to mm to manifeſt ruine. 

If avy man ſhall obict, that his courſe was 
ſtrange, and vnlawfull : let him know , that new ne- 
ccſſmcs, require new remedics; and for him there 
was no remedie, but this one. Then if for this acti: 
on hee ought to þe condemned, it is for indiſcretion 
in the managing ; for as ſafely might hee haue had 
the Realmes generall conſent, in diſpoſing of their 
lives, as of their kingdome. Had hee held a ſecret 
execution beſt, hee might haue effeed it more ſe- 
cretly : bur hee rather choſe a middle way , coment 
to letthe. people know it, holding their knowledge 
equall with their conſents : And it ſhould ſeeme, 
the people , (though' they were at thattime very 
faQious) yet approucd thereof : for wee find not 
that in any action, either inward or outward , _ 

ewe 
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ſhewed any diſlike. And (truely) ſuch is the dif- 
ference berween the hes, the ations, the dif 
pom of Princes and SubieQt , that I holdno 
ubie@ ſufficiently iudiciall, to cenſure them : their 


courſes ſo vnlike, that what is meete, expedient ina 


Prince, ina lower fortune is viterly vnmecte, vnex- 
pedient. Therefore letno ſeruile condition aduen- 
ture to condemne them, ſince all ſuch eyes loſe their 
facultic, if they bur gaze againſt the Sunne of Ma- 
ieſtie. Iris ſufficient for vs to know how to obey ; 
this Nature commandeth and cxaQteth of vs : bur 
to ſcarch into the ations of our Commanders, di- 


| lates more curioſity, then honeſtie : Nay, though 


we would, we cannot: for our knowledge extends to 
things cquall, or inferiour; thoſe aboue vs, in diui- 
nity, are comprehended bnely by faich z in terrene 
matters (if ſuperating our eſtates) they are onely 
ſnatched at by ſuppoſition. And this our Lawes 
aÞprouec, which appoint cuery man to bee tried 
his Pceres; ſhall then the head, the direQor of ciui 
_ the” anointed Maieſtic of a King, be barred 

om the right, allowed to ſubic&s? No (ſurely) ir 
is prepoſterous,moſt vnlawfull to condemne a king, 
if not found faulty by a « Iury of Kings. Were 
man in his innocencie,this aduice were not loſt : bur 
becing nouſled in mifuſing of his malicious 
tongue , cuer to cordemne others, neuer to a- 
mend themſclues, it is (as they will be fortheir 
_ ) perpemually loſt; No more then for 
them. 

Let vs yet further cleare this wronged Prince : 

It is conſtantly affirmed ( ſay our Croniclers) that 


a A King not 10 
bee condemned, 
but by a Iy of 
KMgs. 


hee fiſt noyſed, after, contriued the death of 
D. : 


his 


ans - 
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b Anne 1ife of his wife | : - 6! and that it was bruited., before ir 
K; Richard the was effected, thereby with her forrowes to confirme 
þ. - ther This emdence they adiudge pregnant, 
of War. wid- andeffeauall enough to condemne him :qdid Fame 
dew of Prince never ye? Wharare more generally receiued for 
ward, ſonto & ' : s | 
Henry tbe 6. Wntruths, then flyimg reports, ſeeing no creature 
ſenſible will give credit to Fame, or take her word, 
withoura ſurety, whom they may affiredly know to 
. bee credible > But conſtamtly ſay our Croniclers,) 
could theirwords bee fo conſtant, whoſe ations 
werethe very ſtage of mconſtancie, who oppoſed, 
depoſed kings at their pleaſure , and ( ro make ſure 
hs no worſe then they were ) ſwore allegeance 
c To Henry the © WO © Princes at once, and with both broke theit 
6. ad Edwar® Othes ? Burl will Jon no more time, in proving 
PY the vanitic of theſe Croniclers , ſince their owne 
\ pen contradi&s irſelfe; firſt, ſhewing the affetions 
, of this people to be mutinovs, and after,approving 
them : for certaine its (but vncertaine , that the 
King cauſed it) that ſuch a rumour there was, and 
that ie made a great impreſſion in the Queene, dec- 
ming (as women are cuer fearefu}] ) this propheti- 
callrclation to be the forerunner of her end : which 
bewailingto her husband, hee fought with all kind- 
nefle to remoue that melancholy fantafic. What 
more could hee doe to teſtific his love,}. to cure her 
paſſions > But how abfurdis it tothinke or imagine, 
a Tbe wiſe, 13 thatthe king contriued her death > : Where, it hee 


whome bee w.1s ; 
Ws os had pleaſed to marry clſewhere (for that is made 


Joane, 4augh- the cauſe ) hee might and would haue vſcd a more 
rev of Lewes the ſafe meanes by a divorce; did not the French king 
Oo 6d ; Lewes the 12. (becaufe a his wife was barren, and 
Gai. 14b. 4 crookedbackt) ſuc a divorce,and obtained it from 


Pope 


—_Y 


The Pre of King Rachard the Thin. 

Pope Alexander the fixt, and afterward by his dif- - 
penſation marricd with AnveDutcheſlc of Britterme, | 
the widdow of his predeceſſor Charles rhe 8? | 
not King Richard haug done the like : for hehad 
like cauſe (his wife being barren) whereof hee had 
often complained to Retheram then Archbiſhop of 
Yorke > And the Popes of thoſe times were not ſo 
nice conſcienced to deny Princes ſuch requeſts, but : 
were caſily wonne thereunto,either by fauous, orre+ ; 
wards: therefore, that he contrived her death., was 
a {landerous, falſe and abſurd accuſation z bur her 
b time was come, which Meorteltie might ſorrow, Þ The death of 
but ſorrow. might not prevent, Death becing K;churd the 4 
deafe to all humane lamentations. + andſecid daugh - 

After her death, being deſirous to reconcile him- 4.4 — 
ſelfe to all ſuch, as held themſclues offended (as at , Warvicke. 
his Coronation hee had done with Fogg a meane 
Arttourny, who had highly offended him) he labou- 
rcdto win the one ſort with benefits and rewards, 
and freely pardoned the others misbehauiors and 
offences : hee had no cauſe to feare Foge, therefore 
feare was not the cauſe. No, it was a worthy, a 
kingly humility,that would rather abate of his great- 
neſle, then to hauc it ſtained with the bloud of ſo 
meane a vaſlaile , fora crime committed againſt. 
himiſelfe, yet was hee guilty of [counterfeiting his 
Royall hand and Signet, and of a moſt vntrue and 
infamous libell : therefore how falſely do our Croni- 
clers ſceke to cleare Collingborne, who was (as may. 
appeare by his inditement c ,) executed for treaſon. c Collingborn 
againſt the ſtate, not for that ryming, fooliſh, ridi- _ fe i 
culous libell? for neither they , nor any other can e- beling.. 


ucr prooue, that cuer he reuenged any iniury what- 
2 focuer 
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foeuer committed particularly againſt himſclfe. For 

thegood and ſafety of his kingdome and people, he 

was zealous, hee was feruent : for, for their 

peace, for their quiet , hee was content to ſuffer his 
neereſtkinſmen , his deareſt friends to be executed; 

ſo now with the mother Queene he laboured recon- 

ciliation, he often ſolicited it, atthe laſt he cffeted 

it : This rare, this excellent worke of Chriſtianity, 

this true cogniſance of a Religions Queen, our Chre- 

niclers defame , and impure it to her as an horrible 

crime: ſuch is the obſtinate errour of mankinde, . 

that, when hatred is by God abſolutely prohibned, 

they dare ſay and maintaine the contrary : but(were 

not they thus corrupt, partiall, goucrnced wholly 

by affeion,nor truth;) their Hiſtories would be the 

wiſeſt guides, making men that are young in yecres, 

olde in judgement, making experience moft pre- 

cious) moſt cheape : For Knowledge, Iudgement, 

and Experience are dearely purchaled , when wee 

muſt wander into infinite crrours, ere we can be 

rfc in our way; nay, they were moſt deare,were 

they had with no other expence , bur growing old 

before we enioy them,waxing rotten,erc they grow 

ripe. The end and ſcope of this reconciliation was, 

4The Lady El; © vnite himſclfe in marriage with his 4 Neece : 
zaberh eleft a contra (no doubt ) inconuenienr, and prohibited 
daughters the _ ; butamongft Stareſ-wren K is like to pro- 

cin 


—_ i" « Li duc ite good,both to Prince and people. Iris 


Heary the ſ- an incouenience,moſt conuenicent, nothing ſirange, 
wenth. becauſe vſuall, and accuſtomed amongſt Princes : 
tolcrated,yea allowed by their receiued Oracle of di- 

vinity; the Pope,who conſidering the cauſe, ordinari- 
dilbenſeh with the Conſangunity. It is I 
that 


ly 
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that this deſire. of — was mentioned by this 
King, in reſpe& of the publike peace; to make ſariſ- 
faQion tothe Mother , in cxalting the daughrer, for 
the deicQing ofthe Sonnes , and to auoid the cffu- 
ſion of much of the peoples bloud, which was likely 
ro be ſpilt, if his Necce ſhould marry elſewhere : as if 
(ſayour Chroniclers)the firſt could not be eſtabliſhed, 
the latter avoided without this Platrforme of Poltcre ; 
No,had not Gods ſecret working bin beyond mans 
wiſeſt apprehenſion, it could not: for well he knew 
the head-ſtrong obſtinacy ofthis people could hard- 
ly be kept in awe by a man, therfore — to be 
reſtrained by childre:this made him diſpoſiceſſe them 
of their Kingdom, & {peraduenturc) of their liues : 
for had they been luffered to liue , they would cuer 
haue bin the fire-brands of new ſeditions; and ther- 
forc he thought it more conuenient, they ſhould be 
quenched with their owne blouds, then with the 
blouds of infinit numbers of the people; yetto make 
ſatiſfaction for this wrong, (if it were a wrong to de- 
priue the diſturbers of the common good } hee was 
contented and much laboured to marry their Siſter, 
his Neece : but he is therefore adiudged ill: why ? 
becauſe his accuſers would be reputed good,though 
(without doubr ) he was a , go Prince, andrhey Al, 
or the moſt parr of all, euill, phantaſticke, and ſedi- 
tious people. And euen atthis day, though the for- 
runate & ſucceſtull gouernment of our later Princes, 
hath fomwhat altered their-natures,8& bertercd their 
conditions; yet it were alefle difficultqueſt to finde 
one good man,then many. But it pleaſed not the di- 
uine Ordarner of marriage to permit that contuncti- 
on, but rather to ſet a Per,odat once to his kingdome 


and life. D 3 Abour 
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a This Moreto 
w.rs after 1n the 
rervne of fenry 
the ſcuenth 
Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, Cas- 
dial and Lord 
Chancellor of 


: England. 


b The death of 
Henry Stafford 
D. of Brcking- 
I:1m beheaded 
at Shrewsbury. 


Abour the time of the plotting of this mariage,the 
iudiciall Buckingham, (not thinking himſelfe {uffici- 
ently regarded) grew diſcontent, and gotthe Prin- 
ces favour to retire himſelf into the Countryzwhere 
(no doubt ) his famtaſtick melancholly would ſoone 
haue vaniſhed(being a man more happy in the inhe- 
ritance of his Father , then inthe legacie of Nature, . 
diſcretion, or iudgement j had not the Priſoner cor- 
ruptcd the Iaylour: namely, « Moreton, Biſhop of Ely 
(committed by King Richard to his cuſtodie ) who 
finding this Duke diſcontented , more deſirous to 
inflame his griefes, then to redreſle them, with his 
ficry wit ſo wrought vpon the Dukes combuſtible 
matter,that ſuddenly he brought him to kindle a fire 


of rebellion, and to take vp armes againſt his Souc- 
raigne:: this K. &/chard ſoone hearing, he proſecu- 


tcd him as an enemy, and ſo laboured (what by his 
owne-wiſedome, what by his eſpecials) that within 
a while he tooke his head from b his body,for being 
No better able to aduiſc him in his proceedings : way 
it a fault to puniſh periury in him, who had ſworne 
true allegeance? then the executing of law is a ſin 
if ſo, let tranſgrefſors be accounted innocent, and 
Magiſtrates and Iudges guilty of tranſgreſſion. And 
had this beenthe action of ſome other Prince,ithad 
been good, iuſt, neceſſary; but being his, it is cenſu- 
redthe contrary 4;fo that ſinne is not ſinne, nor ver- 
rue accounted vertue , by their owne natures or ef- 
tes, but are made vertues or vices, by the loue or 
hate that is borne to the commirter : ſuch is our hu- 
mane vnderſtanding , as they rather confound all 
things, then by diſtinguiſhing them to make choice 
of the worthieſt ; for ler) Noble-man be he cpavy if 

h c 
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he have an ill face, itis termed. warlike , his drun- __ | 


= kenneſle is termed good fellowſhip, his 


flouenlineſs, . 
humility, bis prodigality, hberality z thus is vertuc 
ſuppreſſed, and forced with her own titles to adome 
her —_— — But, to returne tour de- 
famed King.had not his mercy exceeded his cruelty; 
his _ had been better ſecured, and hisname nor. 
ſo much ſubie& roobloquy.: forthough he curoff 
the head of a mighty Confpicator,yethe ſuffered he + 
confſpiracieto take ſo deepe roax, that (inthe end) 
the branches thereof ouertopped his glory, and o- 
uerſhadowedhis greatneſle. c For the of cM 
Richmond labouring in her ſonnes right daily entice! _— : 
and nucigled many to be of herfiction;; rollrengs of —mom.nggp 
' then which the more, it was [plotted betweene the Seunley, mo- 
ewo Mothers, to ioyne «the two difſectmg houſes in mah. —_— 
vnitic, by b a marriage. This praQice the King a Q.Elizaberh 
wellknew ; yet mercy , 'loue, lenity ſo preyajled mate 
with him , that hee onely ſought to preuent that age of 
coniun@tion, by vniting his brothers daughter with Edward /he 
himſclfe, and inflicted no other puniſhment on the _ _ : 
Counteſle , but onely the commirting of hergo the of rich. morier 
cuſtody of her c Haba Would a cruell blougy 77 Hen'y the 
thirſty Prince haue done ſo ? could any thing hauc TO _ 
been performed with more mildneſle andlenity 2 Þb Ys &+ and 
could he do leſſe then let her vnderſiand , that hee [27n 
knew her ſecreteftpraftiſes ? Surely, if hee were al hygfte-by Hen. 
Vſurper (as that he could not be now, ſtanding after be ſeventh cre- 
the death of his Nephewes in the ſame ranke , that INE 
Edward the fourth his brother did) yethis equity in 
inſtice, his mercy in pardoning offendors , his care 
of Religion, his providence for the ſafety of the peo- 
ple, ſhould and ought to haue tempercd the birter- 

ne 
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d George Lord 
Strange, ſon &- 
here to Tho. L. 
Stanlcy. 


neſſc of his moſt malicious enemies, with no leſſe 
mercifull gendenefſc he vicd her husband,(and that) 
at ſuch time as her ſonne was alrcady landed, and 
made claime to the kingdome: for hee onely tooke 
his ſonne « the Lord Strawge as an —_ and 
then ſuffered him to go into the Country to leuic his 
forces : ſo farre was he from bloud and cruelty,as, 
though he knew his alliance to the contrary faction, 
a motive, ſufficient to make him {[ as indeed hee 
did) incline to their ayd , though hee might iuſily 
ſuſpe& him, and cond not hauc wanted colour to 
haue beheaded him (as being father-in-law to his 
Competitor) yet he only detained his ſonne in his 
Campe; and when-hee had aſſured notice of his 
Fathers diſloyall reuolt, yer he ſuffered the Hoſtage 
of his loyalty to live : an cuidence effeQtuall enough 
to teſtific, that he deſired rather to ſettle , then to o- 
uerthrow the quict of this Land; that he laboured 
to win the hearts of his ſubicAs, rather with meeke- 
nefle then cruelty; what Prince could haue done 
Jeſſe > Nay, what King would not haue done more ? 


ſince both the effe&, and the preſent feare, are both 


"ſuch inward tormentors, that it is hard to determine 


e Henry the 9. 


which is moſt grieuous : ſo oppoſite, fo contrary to 
the nature of a Prince (borne, not ta feare, but to be 
fearcd) thatir is moſt iuſt, moſtnaturall, ro remoue 
ſuch a terrour; but now e the Heire of Lancaſter be- 
ing cometo challenge the Crowne, what did the 
King? Did his ſpirits faile him? Was his magna- 
nimous courage daunted? No , he then gathered 
new ſpirit, he new ſtceled his courage, he withſtood 
him with the height of fortitude; proteſting rather 
to dye valiantly, then to liue lefſe then a King, With 


what 
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what a Rowar-iike ſpirit did he.refiſt fortune? bein 
oucrthrowne,how:Heroically did he encounter wi 
' death? This our detraQting Chreniclers cannot but 
— : for ſo high, ſo powerful.was his mag- 
nanimity, that (in ſpight of malice)it prevaileth,and 
(like the Sunne ) breaketh thorow the miſty. clouds 
of his aduerſaries ſlaunders : was it a fault rowith- 
ſtand the Larcaſtriaxheires claime ? then thoſe are 
faulty , who being in-poſleſſion of lands ,.to proue 
good their title, proſecuteſuites,and are overthrown 
by the lawe : forthe ſentence of iudgement makes 
them to percciue that to be an <rrour, which before 
they imagined none. Beſides, he knew well,that his 
kingdome & life had both one period, to which life 
he was perſwaded his Competitor had no I 
therefore he would neuer be guilty of ſuch a {inne(as 
wilfully to berray it) till he which had lentit him re- 
quired repayment. 

Had his life , his ations been moſt abominable z 
yet (like a flauc ) to haue yeelded his throate to the 
exccution , would haue been an imputation beyond 
all other imputations : but cold he as openly have 
manifeſtcd his other vertues, as he did his valor and 
pum the worlds opinion had been otherwiſe, and 

neither had taken ſuch painesto defend his mno- 
cency , norin ſome weakeiudgementsto endanger 
mine owne. But ſurely he did couragiouſly and va- 
Hantly withſtand his enemies, with greatexpedition 
rallying his forces, and performing all things with 
wondertull celerity, he went to encounter the diſtur- 
bers of his quiet. 

Ir is reported, chat , the night before the day of 
battaile, he dreamed a moſt a dreadfull and horrible 


E dreame, Boſworth. 


The Prayſe of King Richard the Third. 

dreame, which by our Chroniclers is interpreted to 
|  beateftimony ofthis wicked and tyrannous life. Did 

b Plurarch is not Ceſer, b before he attained the Empire, dreame 

the feof CX- that he knew his owne Mother carnal y ? hadnor 

Brutus, both Diem and Brat the figures of terrible ſpirits 
repreſented vnto them , the night before their end ? 
and yer theſe were reputed good men, and louers 
and protectors of their Countric ; and becauſe king 
Richard dreamed with ſome terrour , muſt his life of 
neceſlyje be cwill > O vane ! O frwolous obieQion ! 
but they hold this dreame to be a compunction of 
his conſcience : happy Prince to have ſo indiſcreete 
flaunderers ; for how could they more truly witneſle 
his integrity ? ſince onely they which reucrence and 
feare God, are inducd with that inquiring conſci- 
ence, which cenſureth their actions : tor they which 
are given over to a reprobate ſence, arc inſenſible 
of that good Angell, which ſecketh by telling vs our 
faults, ro make vs xcpent our finnes paſt, and to bee 
wary, Icſt we commit any more. . 

Surely,I thinke, his conſcience (like a glaſle)pre- 
ſented before him the figures of all his actions ; 
which he faithfully examining, humbly craued par- 
don for his miſdeeds : and to hauing made atone- 
ment with God, like a deuout Penitentiary ſerled his 
minde, he went with alacrity to the bloudy Court, 
where the cauſe of his life was to be tryed : where 
his ſword being his Aduocate, pleaded moſt vali- 
antly. In all which rumult, he failed neither in dil- 
cretion,nor in exccution,but boldly encouraged his 

2 1e Gration Souldicrs, both by word and example. 


+ "p7: ir "There 1s extant in our Chronicles, an a Oration, 
Fo nnce* , Whichat that time he made to his Souldiers,where- 


of I, 1cigne, mn 
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in he confeſſerh his errors,and deſireth pardon of all 
che workd, as he hoped his repeatant teares had ob- 
cained mercy of God. 

Whar a Saint-like thing was this, fora King, to 
crave forgiueneſle of ſubics ? for a General, to 
humble himſclfe ro his Souldiers? What could it be 
but the effe of a more diuine, then terrene vnder- 
ſtanding > If (like the common faſhion of men) he 
would haue pur his afhance in humane aſſiſtance, 
and negleCted his God, he might (in common rea- 
ſon) haue promiſed himſelfe the viaory: being dou- 
ble in forces, and nothing inferior, either in valor or 
policy ; but hee acknowledged and confeſſed the 
power of the moſt powerful : he knew that it was not 
che multitude of men, but God, that giucth the vi- 
Qory. And therefore hauing firſt made peace with 
his owne foule, he humbled himfclfe,and asked par- 
don of thoſe,ouer whom he had gouernment:know- 
ing no gouernmentto be ſo perfe, wherein ſome 
good men are not offended. 

This was the effec of his compunQtion; to put 
him in remembrance, that Princes are mortall, and 
that his being a King, bound him to a mere ſirit 
reckoning , then one thatenioycth a lefler Farme. 
Now whether this mercifull remembrance of God 
diſgraceth him, iudge ye that haue grace. Butnow 
{both barcailes being ioyned ) what did this valiant 
King ? Did he onely ſtand to giue direftions to 0- 
chers? No,he did rigorous execution with his ſword 
vpon his enemies. 

Did he, when he percciued ſome of his Subiets 
— to reuok, and that his forces were put to 
2 


the worlt, thinke vpon yeclding or flight? m_ 
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by ſome of his faithfulleſt ſeruantshe was cownſai- 
led to flie, and for that purpoſe preſented with a 
Horſe of wonderfull ſpeed, yet hee would not : for 
having been inuredto conqueſt,he ſcorned to yeeld: 
ing been a King, he would not die a vaſſall;zand 
therefore, becauſe the gartand was.a Crowne, the 
prize a Kingdome; victary, Maicſtic, and perpetual 
renowne the reward, this Lyon-hearted King cou- 
u— charging hisſpcare, ran into the Battalion 
"his adgerfaries; where, wich his owne hands hee 
ſlew the tour « Sir will:am Brendon, Srandard-bea- 
rer of his enemy : hcouerthrewthe ſtrong and va- 
liant Sir /obn Cheney , and ſingled out his A cti- 
tour. :- who beeing the moſt Heroick and valiant 
Prince ofthoſe times,yer had doubtleſſc been ſlaine, 
had not he been reſcued by S. william Stzniey, who 
came happily with three thouſand men to his reſ- 
cue, who onall fides-cncompaſimg King K:chard, fo 
aſſayked him; that though he did more thena man, 
though his Sword acted wonders , yet becing op- 
preſſed by ſo great a multitude, hee was there man- 
fully ſlaine ;- not ouercame, for hee conquered the 
berraters of men in danger , paſſion,. and feare. 

- Thus loft he both kingdome and life, but nothing. 
diminiſhed his interiour vertucs : When the adiud- 
ged puniſhment is performed, our Laws do account 
the offenderas olecre of the crime,as ifhe never had 
committed it. VVhy ſhould this: common benefir be 
denicd a King, ſince if guilty, his bloud. madereſti- 
rution, and being dead, his royall body was diſpoy- 
led of all kingly omaments, I naked, and not only 


wnroyally, but inhumanely, and reprochfully drag- 


ged? Yerneither can his bloud redeeme him from 
Re Z | iniurious- 
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iniurious tongues , nor the reproch offered his bo- 
dy, be thought cruellenough, butchat we muſt ſill 
make him more cruelly infamous in Pamphlets and 
Playes. Compare him now (iudicious Reader)im- 
partially with other Princes; iudge truely of all their 

ations, their forme of government, and their Sta- 
tutes and ordinances, the vpholders, the ſirengrh, 
the ſinewes of gouernment; and thou ſhalt find =. 
as innocent of cruelty, extortion, and tyranny as the 
moſt; as wiſe , politike, and valiant as any : if fo, 
cenſure him, his aQtions, his ordinances, according 

to their deſerts, and this Treatiſe of mine as a 
charitable well-wiſhing to a ſcandalized 
and defamed king. 
" | 
. 


Tet for all this know, 1 hold this but a Paradox. 
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EA T is the complaint of an ancient 

; writer , Nulla tam modeſta falt- 
citas eſt, que malignitatis demtes 
witare poſſi + There was ne- 
uer any fclicity, whether mode- 
rately ſeaſoned, or compleat in 
perfection, ſo happyzthat could 
avoyde the griping tecth of enuic and backbiting. 
Our of which naturall in-bred malice, men doe nor 
ſticke ro defame and diſcredit the moſi noble and 
illuſtrious diſcaſe of the French Pocks, and to wrong 
thoſe that be the worthy ſubijc&s in whom they re- 
ſide : infomuch that the very mention of them is ſo 
noyſome and offenſiue,and doth ſo much ouercome 
their ſtomacks, as the naming of the things which 
are the purgings of the belly, and are within the 
ward and bailiweeke of the girdle» Whereas the 
name of the Pocks is of ſo reverend eſtimation, and 
ſoundeth ſo pleaſing]y in the cares of them that are 
not paſſionate , that euen Dara her ſclte whom the 
Pajn.ms 


— — im 
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Paynims adorcd for their Goddeſle of Chaſtiry and 
honeſty,tooke her name fromthem ; whom the La- 
tincs cal Buboxes, the French Babes, and the Spaniſh | 
1.atra:0r Amb, Buv4s; 10 is (hc called Bubaiti. Yea, the famous 


Sanftag, Buba- ſtarre Bootes, which guides Charles his waine,admits 
cy ng theſe ſyllables into his name, and 1s called Bubu/ce. 
© *_ And why then ſhould men here on earth thinke 
skorne of this name, which is well brooked by ſtars 
ofthe firſt magnitude, and Goddeſles of the faireſt 
beauty ? Bur becauſe Derivations doe many times 
driue words ont of faſhion , and a notation of names is 
of all the Artificiall Arguments in Logick,one of the 
weakeſt, leſt, by ſecking to lift the Paſly by one end, 
we marre all; let vs faſten vpon ſome thing more 
matcriall, and from che originall of the word, come 
to the beginning of the thing. 
Amongſt thoſe rich treaſures, which Chrftopher 
Columbus brought home intoSpaine, after his diſco. 
uery of the Indyes,one of the chiefef was the Pockes; 
For in his Fleete ( amongſt other fraught) were wat- 
red ouer certaine Indian Women, with whoſe hap- 
Py conuerſation the Caſtilrans came home plentiful- 
y furniſhed with this holy contagion: Holy I call ir, 
becauſe the cure of it is that, which they call /zg,1u 
ſanftam,or Guaiacum ; Holy,for the place, where it 
is healed, which is the Hoſpitall ; called by the 
French, Marfen-Dieu, & holy,becauſe they are great 
helpes to make them that hane them, Saints. For, 
whoſocuer ſhall behold the ourward mortification 
of a pocky companion, the delicacie of the tone of | 
his voyce his pale and meagre face ; his wanne | 
colour; and his whole body broken and difioynted, | 
that a man may ſhake all his bones together in his 
$kinnc: 
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sLinne; andlaſily,ſhall ſec him wholy madca very 
iQure and painted table of repentance; hee may 
fee ſufficient tokens ( atleaſt wiſe) of apparant holi- 
neſle : for youncuer ſee fat panches,, and. plumper 
checkesz , .and idle fellowes cuer admined into the 
ſchoole of tance z nor into the Stewes the 
workchouſe of Courtizans; nor . in the-Hoſpitall 
and Lazer-houſe of the Pock-rotten aduecnturers. 
Among the three Capitall enemies which with 
fire and ſword doe aſlaile the ſoule , the greateſt of 
them , which is the fleſh, is wholy ſubdued by the 
Pocks: becauſe by them it is made vnable to exerciſe . 
any vnlawfull a. .Is there any thing in the world 
that doth more openthe gatesto holineſſe , then 
to take away the occaſions of ſinning? and what is 
there that hath more efficacie to withdraw a man or 
a woman from occaſions of cuill, then this holy lea- 
profic? for if awoman know'that a man hath the 
Pocks, fhe flies from him as a ragged ſheepe from a 
bramble-buſh. Again, what greater token of ho- 
lineſſe can there be in a man, then to haue a ſenſe 
and feeling of his ſinnes? Now who is he that doth 
ſuffer greater griefe and paipes for his ſinnes, then 
he that hath the Pocks> Who are more franke and 
more bountifull in gifts then ſuch men ? for a Pock- 
maſter was neuer accounted a pild paltry fellow. For 
as when wee ſce a Black-moore crofle cs ſtreer, we 
oy rt by the contrary, There goes Joh Blanco: 
or when we ſce a common woman, wee likewiſe ſay, 
There goes a good one : ſo we call this holy infeQtion, 
the peeling difeaſe,vnderſtanding that fach a one will 
part with his very skinne: 
All other aches and paines haue ſome enemy 
r chat 


Mi he Praife of the French Pockes. 


that may deſtroy them ; or by a bill out of the Apo- 
thecaries ſhop, like a writ of Remoue, they may be 
diſlodged ; but the Pocks hauc made their peace 
with all drugs and confeQions, there is not found a- 
mong all the Phials and Gally-pors any ſimple, or 
ſfyrop ſo powerfull, that can diſturbe the Pecks out of 
their poſſeſſion : whence it is plaine,that it is wrong- 
fully and abuſwely called an infirmity : for the word 
infirm argueth and importeth want of firmenes; 
whereas the Pockes are fo farre from not beeing 
firme, thatto him that hath once caught them, they 
continne ſo firme, ſo ſtable and fo well fertled ;; that. 
they neuer forſake him , but accompany him to his 
graucy and1 thinke, into Purgatory too, becauſeno 
 Ernitives, or purgations, can cither aflwage their 
paine, or driue them out ; ſurely ſo good a thing ne- 
uer goes to Hell. 


They thar ſer out the worth and greatneſle of that | 


exccllent Poet Homer , aſcribe it much to his ho- 
nour , that hee drew his beginning from many Ci- 


tics and Iſlands, as Smyrna, Rhedos,Colephon and the 


like : how much greater is the honour of this ſprea- 
ding gangren of the Pocks, which deriues his deſcent 
nor md and Citties, but from greatking- 
domes and Provinces. Some call it the Neopolitane 
diſeaſe; others the Frencheuill; ſome the ſcab of 
Spaine, others the /ndiawn Sarampion or tetter, and 
ring-worme; Others that ſpeake with ſome renerence 
and reſpe@ to theſe Lady-miſtreſſes, they feare to 
vſurpe xe proper name; they do not ſay plainly to 
a man, Youare a Pockte-knaue,but rather Vous 4uez, 
ſir, ye are pepper; and indeed ſuch is the dignity 
nd greatnes of this malander , that they ſpeake of 


it. 


ſeurfe, or the ſcabbe, or the winche 
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i, after the tile of Kings and Dukes and Grandes, 
inthe plurallnumber. For whereas we commonly 
call blaines and ſores in the ſingular number , the 


«wp cr 6 


all ſalured in the plurall number, 


c Pocks, as if _ 
ſhould ſtile themſeclucs wos bubones, & puſtule Gall 


cane. Andwell doth this ſtile agree vnto them, be- 
cauſe they deale royally and nobly with their atten- 
dants; for whereas in {Arm's Courts they that are 
ſuiters, do not ſce an end of their pretenſions in ma- 
ny yeares, and when all comes toall, they ſeldome 
reape the fifth part of what they ſued for : theſe no- 
bles do ſoone diſpatch all that negotiate with them, 
” plead at their barres, wondecill well prouided 
or. 

Now let not any man obie& as an inconuenient, 
that the Pocks do peele all thoſe that are of their fra- 
ternity & liuery,& make them as bald as an eggetfor 
if we conſider it, they do vnto them therein ſmall 
benefit : For looke what proportion thre leaues beare 
to the Tree, feathers to a Bird, the ſame hauec the 
baires and the buſh-naturall wa man, thatis, they 
arc giuen both for an ornament anda defence ; for a 
coucring and for comlineſſe. 

And lccing that Nature doth do trees a fauour,n 
making them to ſhead their leaues, and Fowles to 
moulter their feathers, that ſo ſhe may dight them 


| andcloath them yeerely with new ; ſhee doth not 


dcale {o with men, but leaues them to themſclues,to 
effc> ir by their own induſtry and prouidence,wher- 
unto when they are diſpoſed ro moutter and to doe 
off their perriwigs or perruques, the Poczs.in this 


caſe is Natures agent, which doth maintaine her 
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ſelfewith that which is moſtdelicate in that fubic&, 
ſuch as are the thin lockes of the head, the daintines 
ofthe eyc-liddes and the cyc-browes; the vencrable 
beards, & the moſt valiant muſtaches: forneuer any 
timerous and white-liucred cowards haue the Pocks, 
burthe molt foole-hardie aducnturers arc admirte 
into this corporation. | 
Itis arvle infallible, that men are viſually flich as 
arcthoſe with whom they-conuerſe. And who are 
__P ou)that are moſthanted with the Pocks 
but noble Lacks Caualicrs, and men of high pas 
rentage? The plow-ſwaine or day-labourer neucr 
knew that there was any ſuch thing in the world as 
the Pocks ; ſuch istheir miſerable ignorance; nor 
yetthe Porters or Carre-men are greatly troubled 
with this Luggage in their owne perſons, neither 
doe they euer deſcend ſo low as to chare-maids and 
Tankard-beaxgrs. Bit you muſt ſecke for them a- 
_— the lOſty gallants, and gay Ladies that ruffle 
itin filkes, and outward brauery: And therefore 
may it pleaſe thee to be advertiſed, gentle Reader, 
whoſocuer thou be thae ſtandeft vpon complement; 
that whenſocuer thou ſhale ſalute ſuch a Ladie or 
Cavalier in the ſtreet,by vailing thy bonnet , know, 
that by that obeyſance thou doſt homage to two 


Grandes and great perſonages at-once, one to the * 


party principall that is obuious to thy eye, the other 
ro the Pocks which he carricth about him. 

How Coth the world dote vpon Aftrologers and 
Starre-gazers,that can foretell and divine of things 
to come, whether they bee the writers of che 
Greeke Menologies and Calenders of the Month- 
ly variatian of daycs; or Prognoſtications of the 


changes - 
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changes of the Moone : or dayes Almanackes for 
the alteration of the weather? - Whereas there isno 
Aſtrologer more vveather-wiſe then a Pock-ma- 
ſter,or whoſe prediCtionsare more certaine:- for, if 
there be.any change of weather or ſeaſon appro- 
ching , preſently the intrinſecall - Accidents that 
cleaue to his bones & ſinews, do giuc him a perfe&t 
notice of it, in that he feeleth an ache in cucry com- 
miſſure of his joints, and his bones doe cuen rat- 
tle in his skinne. . 

Adds hereunto,that men thus affeQed / orinfe- 
ed rather) haue this great priuiledge aboue c. 
ther men , that although they Lo in vaſlallage, and 
ſlaues by condition , yet are they obſcrued and re-» 
ſpeed as abſolute Lords ; and are ſcrued of cuery 
bodie , whereas they ſerue none but God, whom 
by the Pocks they are _—_ to remember. And 
ſce, I pray you, to whata Lordlineſſe they are ad- 
uanced, ' in that not cnely their perſons are in a 
manner ſacred , and may not be approched, bur at 
a certaine diſtance; but whatſocuer is about them, 
and belongs to-their neceſſary vſc , cannot fafcly be 
rouched of any man, as ifthey were ſome holy- Re- 
liques ; For no man daresto lye in their bed, orto 
weare their clothes, or to drinke in their cup, or to fit 
in their chaires z men willingly wxhdr2wing them- 
ſelues from theſe things, -as from veſſels conſeera- 
red to this great Idoll of the Buboſttie. 

Howbeit,it is not greatly to be maruailed at ; that 
the Pocks haue attained to ſo high a pitch andpre- 
rogatiue of excellency, conſidering that the ſame 
aft and operation, aridthe ſame inſtruments which 


Nature iwployeth to produce a man, which is the 
Zn NO- 
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noblcſt of her creatures; the ſame are allo the ge- 
nerature cauſes of the Pocks; I meanc, the greatand 
honourable Pocks : for thoſe other puſhes andin- 
flammartions that ariſc in the body, of cold , or from 
an ouer-heated and EY are not pro- 
rly pocks, but pours and pimples. So then, this 
Har 4. being content , the Pocks may very iuſtly 
take fate vpon them, and ſtand vpon puntilles of 
honour , and our-braue a man to his face and ſay, 
that they arc iſſued from as good Parents as he. And 
ſurely it ſeemes no lefle; for as they that are nobly 
borne, the better to ſhew their greatneſſe and to 
maintain their ſtate, they liue retiredly in the inmoſk 
and remoteſt roomes of their houſe: ſo do the Pocks, 
- out of the ſame rule and reaſon of State, keep reſi- 
dence inthe very bones and the marrow of him that 
hath them ; which is the reaſon alſo why for their 
birth and honourable ranke, they finde place and in- 
rertainment in Lowes Court,into which nothing is ad- 
mitted, but what ſauoureth either of mm orof 
goodnefle, as brauc,rcſolute and determinate men ; 
gallant and faire women ; free diſcourſe ; wanton 
witty Poems, and plenty of great Pocks. Andlaſt- 
ly , what greater token can there be ofa Noble Na- 
ture, then to ſhew thankfulneſle to thole that haue 
ſuffered any thing for their ſakes, or done ovght to 
procure their good ?. in which kind of retribution 
the Pocks are no way deficient. For whereas the noſe 
in the purchaſe of the Pocks doth ſuffer a kind oi !c- 
ſ10n and hurt by thearrofion of its griſtle ; to make 
it ample amends and fatisfation; the pocks doe 
make the noſe the trumpet, or horn-pipe of their 
owne prayſcs; whoſe gracetull tone varicd Chro- 
 Mati- 
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matically vpon the muſicks and halfe-notes of ſnuf- 
fing and ſnorting , is much like the vntamed voice 
and braying of S{cnus his hobby-horſe. 
Now if there be any man foill an husband, that 
amongſt other things of his owne getting and acqui- 
fition hath not been ſo happy, as to become owner 
of thepocks ; lethim blame bimfelfe for an vnthrift, 
that hath miſ-pent his time; and ſay, that hee is 
withourtthem , becauſe they are not within him : or 
with the Spaniard , that hre wants them, becauſe he is: 


not worthy of them : 


Yom Lu padezco, 
Por que 10 las mereZco. 


Carneſtoliendas de Caſtilla.- Noche tercera. 
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Ardon, Grant Sages, Natures Tredſures, 

* Earths beſt Sarweyers, Heanens beſt meaſures, 
who in the deepes of Sciences de wade , 
Teaching that Nought of Nothing cean'be made. 
I will untwiſt the ftrength of your decree, 
And from your errors Labyrinth you free. 
Sith tothe making of this All-Theater: 
Nothing but Nothing hed the All-creator : 
And as the flirutture of this worlds great maſſe, 
Out of va tineſſe firſt rearca was, 
Embellſht with each curious ornament, 
Without or flaffe,or matter pretacent ; 
So by great Nothings frank and free expence, 
We yet enioy each rareſt excellence. 

For Nothing i more precious then gold: 
"Mong ſt all theſe things which Neprunes arms enfold, 
"Mongſt ſublunarie todies which ds range, 
About th' worlds Center ſuffring daily change, 
Which fil Fates mort-main,&+ which death dcth mierce, 
Driuing them from their cradle to their hearſe : 
Among ſt all theſe, and whatſo clſe we haut, 
Nothing did exer yet eſape the grawe.. 


No- 
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Notlung's #»mertall: Nothing exer toyes ; 
Nothing was exer free from all annoyes.. 
why ſhoutd not Nothing then of vs expet?, 
That ſbrines and Alters we to her eretÞ? 
. Nothing more joyous i tows then light ; 
Or the Springs flowry mantle all bedight oy 
with Pinks,and Primroſe, when ſweet Zephirs breath 
. Inſpireth hiſe after long winters death.. 

Nothing « ſafe i» warre, Nothing i peace 
Is tuft ; which made Tibullus once con/eſſe, 
That to anoid all danger, dread and ſeath, 
The happreſt man is he that Nothing hath. 
He Theeues by land, nor Pirates feares, nor wracks, 
Nor iugeling Indge, whoſe ſentence often rackes 
The richer Client, who mutt ſeldomc ſþare 
Towaite his wealth in fees, hu health with care. 

So Lenoes wiſe-man one!y doth aſpire 
Nothing to conet, Nothing to admere.. 

And Socrates it his profeſſion made, 
Nothing #s know : which is a thriving trade ; 
Sith not ts know, but to hae much to gine, 
Is that which purchaſeth beſt meancs to line. 

The Alchymiſt, who with Spagyreck trickes, 
DE ſublemate, and ſometimes fixe,. 
Nes baſer nmettalls by a Chymick fire, 
Excocting them by artand fell deſire, 
From Stannar «nd Calaminary mould, . 
Toturne crude Mercure, into liquid gold. - 
How | how doth he in this gulfs Balcick ſound, 
His wit , his wealth, htwſelfe and all confound | 
And all for Nothing, i whom he is in thrall, 
Ana mongit fooles morall, a pure Naturall. 
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ArchitasT;, Nothing 7@ Phoebus is v#knowne, vnrkann'd, 
rentinus. Hor. Of him that number could the Lybian ſand. 
110.1, od. 28. And you great Clerks, who dry and waite your brains, 
Through ſlcepleſſe nights, and with vnce([ant paines 
To compaſſe Knowledge ; if | ſhould but aske 
Th intended end of all your toyling taske , 
Your anſwere, 1 ſuppoſe, to this would tend, 
That you know Nothing, Nothing comprehend. 
Yet Nothing 7s more bright then Summers Sunne ; 
Or pureſt flame. —_— can ſwiftly run, 
And flye as ſwift without both feet and wing , 
SOS MFR Without a voce, Nothing cax ſweetly ſing. 
aut og ruſi Nothing without 4 body can be touch'd, 
corpus nulla As wiſe Lucretius gravely hath anouch a. 
| Rp Nothing can moxe without exchange of place: 
Nothing # ſcene without faire colours grace. 
Nothing 's more helpfull to aſſwage our ſmart, 
Then noble Phiſicks enill-curing Art. 
Whoſoeuer then us lruer-ſicke of loue, 
And faire would Philtres and loue-petions proue 
Let him not ſeek to th helpe of Magick charmes, 
4 Fer no (uch ſpels will exer heale hus harmes. 
| Oncly of ths let him himi{cl't aſſure, 
That Nothing can lours het Impoſthems cure. 
Yea thoſe who once hane paſt the Sty71 4 lake, 
Nothing c.17 them from Death reco;r'7 backe. 
Nothing can conquer the in/e; all Furies, 
Nothing can alter therr eter». I 1nz ies. , 
The Giants felt when with th. Heauens they ſtrout, 
Nothing more feareful! then ths wrath of Toue. 
The goas feare Nothing; Nothing keeps in awe, 
Kebcllious men that reake not of the Lawe. 


Nothing 
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' Nothing with God may be compared right, 
For Iuſtice, wiſedome, a and Might. 
Arid though within, God fill t _—_— "fy 
Tet Nothing may without it well be found. 
Thu is the taske that 1 did undertake, 
- Of Nothings Nothing, ſomething for to make. 


( - | 


Iohannes Paſſeratius apud Theodorum 
Bezam m Epigrammatis. 
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THAT IT IS GOOD 
tobein DeBr. 


SEE arc fallen into that dotage of 
Wal the World, in which, the worſt 
things doe ouertop the worthieſt, 
ſerxce doth beſot the vnderſtan- 
ding , drinke ouercommeth the 

—=— brainc, and the cyc beguylcth 
and miſleaderh the ſight. And thereforc in tender 
commiſeration of mankinde, I will endeuour to rec- 
tific their iudgement ina Paradox, then which there 
hath none more intricate , been diſcuſſed and can- 
uaſſed among the Stoiks in Zenes porch,that is, That 
it is better for a man to liue in debt, then otherwiſe. 

Ordiay 4b ouo,l will begin from the egge,that your 
concoxion may be the cafier. In the whole courſe 
and frame of Nature , we ſce thatnothing is made 
for it ſelfe, but cach hath a bond of duty, of vic or of 
ſcruice,by whichit is indebted to other. The ſunne 
by his ſplendor to lighten all the world; by his 
warmth and heate, to cheriſh and comfort cach li. 
ving and vegetable thing. Yea, man himſclfe is ſo 
framed of God, thatnotonely his Countrey , his 
Parents and his friends claime a (hare in him , bug 
he is alſo indebtcd to his dogge, and to his Oxe , ro 


teach 
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teach the one-to hunt for his pleaſure, the other to 
labour for his profit : ſo that qaicquid haber gewi), in- 
Leni), meris, amerss, the abilities of his ſpirit, the 
affeQionsof his mind, he hath them for others, af- 
much asfor himſclfe; naythe more for others , by 
how much heedefireth to be the Lord ouer 
.others. Let him but looke into himſelfe , and ſee 
how his conſtitutiue parts are debters each.to other, 
the ſoule.deth quicken and giue life to the body, the 
body like an Awte»aton,doth mouc and carry.irfelfe 
andthe ſoule. Suruey himin his parts , the cyc ſee- 
cth forthe foote, the foote ſandeth for the hand, 
the hand toucheth forthe mouth, the mourh rafterh 
for the ſtomacke, the ſtomacke carteth for the whole 
body, the body repayeth backe againe that nutri- 
ment which it hath recciued,to al the parts, diſchar- 
ging the retriments by the —— and all 
this in ſo comely an order,and by a Law ſo certaine, 
and in ſo due atime, as if Nature had rather may 
ſhould not haue been at all, thennot to be a debter 
in cucry part of him; which hath made me rcſolue, 
thatto whomſoeuer I meane to beea friend, I will 
ſtriue tobe in his debt: and what can I do lefle ? for 
to him that doth meea good turne, I am bound to 
returne him the greateſt pleaſure z which Ican no 
way do, but by being in his debt : for whatcontent- 
ment will it be vnto him, when I ſhall repay him his 
owne againe? The Alchymiſts, who promiſe to 
themſclucs to turne Tin into ſtluer, and Copper in- 
to gold, how will they bee tranſported out of them+ 
ſclues with ioy, it they ſhould bur ſce a happy iſſue 
| of their attempr? How much more a Creditor, 
when hee ſhall recouer a deſperate debt ? Iris like 

G1 tie 
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che ioy of a Father ghar recciues' his loſt Child. 
-, *Againe, be that is in debe, hath this great priui- 


aboue other men, that his Creditors powre 
out hearty prayers for him, they wiſh that hee-ma 


liuc, and thrive and proſper; and grow:' rich, ard 


for their owne aduainage. * They ſeeme to be carc- 
full for rheirdebtors , that they may not:loſe their 

ncipall with the intereſt, for their money is their 
lis. witneſſe thoſe Viurers of France, who, when 
I that the-price of Corne was fallen,went 

hanged themlelues for gricfe. © 

What acommand dorh the debtor gaine over his 
Creditors? He becommeth in a manner their Land- 
lord,cowbom they cap, crouch, and kneele, as if 
—— him all ſuits and fſeruices, andare as 
ambitious of their fauours , as they who in-Rome 
did canuasthe people fortheir voices to attainethe 
greateſt offices: but here is their cunning :- Laudant 
vi Ledant , they praiſe them, that they may prey v- 
pon. ' Andtherefore, you braue gallants and ſpend- 
thrifts, who find by your wofall experience, that no 
whip giues a ſhrweder laſh then the Jabadfof a Bond 
or Obligation, with a Noweri7 vniwerſi Skinner and 


Lacy. Whenſocuer you fall into the Mercers books, 


neuer take care, or make conſcience of paying your 
debts, for by that meanes you ſhall keepe your Cre- 
ditor in awc, and ſhall haue him wonderfull courte- 
ous and officious, and obſcquious towards you, and 
a great mint-maſter of faire words. 

Withour deb and hare the Fabricke of the world 
will be difioynted and fall afunder into its firſt Chaos. 
The beauty of the Searres,whart would it be but vaſt- 
neſſe and deformity, if the Sunne did not __ 

ight? 
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light? The carth would remaine vnfruitfull, if ſhee 
did not borrow refreſhing dewes from the watcry 
Signes and Planets. The Summer ispleaſant, and 
promiſeth great hopes of plenty, bur iris, becauſe it 
taketh vp much pon truft, from the friendly and ſea- 
ſonable remperment of the Elements. And to ſay 
the truth, there is nothing good or | _ the 
world, but that it borroweth ſomething from dthers 
to make it great, or /endeth to another tro make it 
good. And therefore I maruaile why Antiquity, 


who made Mildew, Feauer, and Scarnineſſe god- i 1£rup. 


deſſes, did not martriculate baze and debt among the 


reſt. | \3 
The _—_— who are linked together by a 
league of aſſociation, and by their ſymbolizi - 
litics, doe barter and truck, Loan and ry 
another, as being the Burſſe and Royall- | 
of nature : they are by this rraffique and interc 
the very life andnourithmer of all ſublunary bodies, 
and therefore are called Elments quaſi almments , 
whoſe happy concord & coniuntion hath brought 
forth thoſe, whom the World forthe good done to 
mankind,hath eſteemed gods, as Becchns the great 
Vintner, Ceres the Meale-mother, Flors the Turry- 
maker, YVertumas and Pomona Coſtard-mongers. 
Now, if euery man would render and _ in 
full waighr, chat which by due debt he owerh and 
hath borrowed from others, Saturnes golden age 
would returne againe, in which there wasno Uſe p 
rence of metals , but gold and fiſucr. were all one 
Oare, and made the yelke of the carth, Natures 
great Egge, neither did Mewn and Tuwm bound 
out, and apportionate Lands and Lordſhips , by 
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meare-ſtones, and diuerſity of Tenures of fockage 
and focadge;fince when, Qu: habet terr as habet guer- 
7.4, and the King of. heauens peace hath been dif. 
trbd amongſt men : but then all things were all 
mens, as neceſſitic did allot and award, who was 
then the onely iudge ag arbitrator,competently al- 
lowing to cuery man, that which he ſtood in need 
of.. 

With what deareneſſc haue both gods and good 
men countenanced and graced debtors ? To whom - 
Diana the great goddeſle of Epheſus , granted her 
Temple for a Sanftuaric, to keepe them out of 
Bagwell:Pigeon-houſes .Or if they were caught, So/on by 
a ſolemne Law inaed,would not haue their bodics 
to be fettered or manacled amongſt malefaQtors, but 
that they ſhould enioy their liberty throughout all 
the Parkes and Purlues of the priſon, or to ſpeake 
more mildly.,oft their reſtraint & mdurance : For the 
Priſon is built Purgatory-wiſe , after the Archztec- 
ture of Rome, with a Limbus and Tullanum. The 
dungeon is the Deuils pintold and the very ſuburbs 
of Hell, where varlcts, roarcrs, and ſtilztroſtabbers 
are let downe, as the proper food that ſtuffes that 
great greedy maw. - The next roome is the Lollard 
of trunck-hoſed famuliſts and ſeparartiſts, who after 
they haue been rowelled inthe neck,to cure them of 
the Megrim of the head,they are by the gentle flams 
of this Stoue, andthe heate of their owne zeale, 
made to ſweat out their contumary and other pec- 
cant humors. The vpper skirt and ſtage of this 
building, is the Garret of expencefull waſtefs, game- 
ſters and vnthrifty debtors, where though they live 
xobbed of their liberty, as they rifled others of their 
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money. Yet isittheir great happinelle, char being 
tacced, as it were, with an ApSlauſticle votuprary 
ife , they haue an cafic ouverture made to the cogy - 
remplatiue and practick life of Vertue. VWhoeuer 
liued more like a Souc d-gurn-head amongſt men, 
then Dzogeres the Cynick, barrelling himſclfe vp in 
his rubbe.like a Kegge of Stuxgion ? Yetapas the 
happineſfe of his contented life enuied of the grea- 
wy Monarchs, who hauing made their throats. the 
through-face andthe cullenders of mears & drinkes, 
found an ouergorged belly, to-he Wirs clog, Rea: 
ſons ſepulcher, Luſi Arſcnall, the Magazin of lewd 
praices, and the Nurſerie of all vices: all which 
- Pprouocationsare defalted by Debts wants and indi- 
ency. 
Ard laſtly, the Lumbards, Vſurers, and Scriue- - 
ners, who arc the Bedles of Beggars, andare ac- 
counted the Tetters vpon the body polirike of the 
Common-weale, who turne the Calends and new. 
Moones, and the Feſtivall dayes of quarter-gaudies, 
intothe Octanes of diſaſter and Doomes-day rec- 
konings, when any of theſe come to Heauew, there 
is a wonderment amongſtthe Angels, and they cry 
out with Ss. Gurman of Alfarache, fruta nucua, frut 
nucus, heere is a new kmd of fruit ſtartup, a Pumpa- 
radiſc vpon a crab.ſtocke,Lumbards and Scriueners 
are become the Popes cannonized and beartified 
ſaints. | FL 
Farewell then, YVipianus, Meodeftinus , and other 
pertifoggers of the Law, Sollicitours , and mole- 
ſers of cauſes, who account being in debt a kmd of 
bondage and ſeruitude. Ipittie Senecaes weakenefle, 


| who bluſhed to borrow; miſerum verbam et dimiſso 
H -ulta 
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Th. Ocleve. 
| #n. Chaucer. 
| 


vulty proferendum,Rogo: That Poct Laureatfor-faited 
bis wreath of Baycs and Iuic twine , who made his 


praiers to his purſe to keep him out of debt, inthis 


manncr. 


Topou my Purſe, and to none other Wight 
Complaine J, fo2 you be my Lady decre: 

JI am ſozrp now that you be light, 

Foz certes pe now make me heame cherre, 
Pee were as lefe lapd 'vpon a Berre. 

Foz which vnto pour mercie thus AX cry, 

Be heauy againe, oz elſe mote J dyc. 


Now vouchſafe this dap , 02 1t be night, 
That Jof pou the blisfull ſound n1ap heere, 
D; ſee your colour, like the Dunne b2ight. 
Lhat of pellowneſle had ncuer Perc, 

Pe be mp life, ye bemy hearts flere ; 
Nueene of comfozt and of god company, 
Be heauy againe, o2 ciſe mote J dye. 


Now Purſe, that art to me my lines light 
And ſamour as downe in this Wold here, 
Dut of this Towne hclpe me by pour might, 
Sith that you will not be my Treaſure, 

Foz Jam ſhave as neere as any frere: 

But JApzap vnto pour curtcſie, 

35e heauy againe,oz elſe mote A die. 


Yet wellfare the Prodigal! vnthrifr, who is mee/s 


promus quam condus, and lerues at the Buttry-hatch, | 


whatſocuer is in his Binn or his Barrell, and there- 
fore could neuer indure the complaint of his Purſe, 
who thus bemoan'd her ſelfe vnto him. | 
Materia infelix, detratla cadauere; forma, 
tam varia, vt nec ego me mihi noſve queam. 


Hawud 
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Haud melius fatum, nam pendeo more lutronis, 
ingenium ſic me fucris habere putant.Y- 

Si dederis ſerw; ſernatum reddo petents 
nou n#1 at auricults traits referre wolo. 


A skinne layed off, yeelds my materials, 
my forme 1s various, where my ſelfe 11ooſc, . 
My doome's a fellons death and funerals, 
for at a Belt I am hanged by anooze.. 
I doe not filch for mine owne thrift and paine, 
but what you giue, I cloſely keepe and beare, 
And when you aske, I it reſtore againe, 
yet nor, except you plucke me by the carc. 


For the Al-re-mael, and foote of the reckoning, 
this is the ſumma ſummarum : Debemur morti nos 
noſtrag.. So that whilſt Tliue, I muſt reſolue to live 
in debt, in debt to God, for my being; in debt ro 
Cuxrisr, for my well-being; in debt to Gods 
ſanQifying Spirit, for my new-being : And 1 will e- 
uer be ready to pawne my life for my Countries li- 
berty, I will owe obedience to my Parents, Faith 
and Loyaltic to my Prince : And when I ſhall pay 
my great debt vnto Nature, I will render my ſpirit 

into the hands of God; bequeath my body to 
be depoſed in the lap and boſome ofthe 
carth , andcry,Domine,dimitte de- 
bita mea. 


FINIS. 


— — — —_ ——_ 


Fa i l 
"Obs ” * 
» - 
WW . 
4 . 
_- 
' LS 
| ay 
24 
þ 5 65 
| = 
f Sd. | 
+ 
” 
| 
[ 
F * 
- 
| 
(| 
[ 
J 
4 
F 
3 
| ae + 
f# 
b 
| 
£ 
i 1 
* 
' [5 
MK... a0 
. 
64 ; 
- t * 
— —— — CS —o— > — 


Ia 


REPRODUCED FROM THE COPY IN THE 


w 
> 
1s 
Z 
W 
LT 


HUNTINGTON LIBRARY 


NOT FOR REPRODUCTION 


FOR REFERENCE ONLY. 


PR 


